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KEEPING THE FOCUS

ON KIDS



Dear Friends:
It’s been almost exactly a year since any of us have experienced what we  
may wistfully look back upon as “normal.” Yet, as disruptive as the COVID-19  
pandemic and the widespread protests against police brutality have been for  
all of us, they have been far more devastating for vulnerable children, the  
population that SFY seeks to protect. These young people have lost so much—their 
education, their friends, family members, and, for many, any lingering  
trust in law enforcement. We know that, for children of color in particular,  
every video or personal experience of a police officer unnecessarily harming  
an individual or group of individuals, brings psychic wounds and trauma,  
some of which last a lifetime.

But, for all of the loss that so many have experienced this year, we also see great 
opportunity and hope, in the public’s raised awareness of the need for compre-
hensive police reforms. It is an awareness shared by many police chiefs and offi-
cers, who recognize that children are not mini-adults, that their brains process 
information very differently, that their bodies are extremely sensitive to the use 
of force, and that they carry the scars of hostile and violent interactions well into 
adulthood. They are working with us to bring about reforms appropriate for the 
21st century, multi-racial democracy in which we live.

Strategies for Youth, like so many other not-for-profit organizations, has struggled 
this year. It has lost revenue due to cancelled training contracts, and been adept 
at “seizing the moment” and this year has proven to be quite a moment to seize. 

We are proud to help lead a pragmatic organization that seeks, regardless of 
circumstances, to bring new solutions and innovations to the difficult and some-
times seemingly intractable challenges involved in policing youth using a devel-
opmentally-appropriate, trauma-informed, and racially equitable lens. We hope 
you enjoy reading about the ways in which SFY has continued to make a difference 
in the lives of young people who are so easily forgotten by so many.

Very truly yours,

Geordie McClelland  
Co-Chair, Board of Directors

Deborah Lashley 
Co-Chair, Board of Directors
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Youth Engagement

7
Game Leader 
Trainings

JUVENILE 
JUSTICE     

  JEOPARDYTM

72
JJJ Game  
Leaders Trained

Offering Juvenile Justice JeopardyTM Games Online
SFY’s games are now in 21 states nationwide.

The United Way of the Midlands supported bringing the 
Juvenile Justice JeopardyTM game to youth in the Columbia, 
South Carolina region. The number of adults who trained to 
become game leaders—from juvenile defense attorneys to 
librarians and staff at the state’s Department of Corrections—
broke all previous records for the region.  

“Although we made a shift to a virtual platform due to COVID, 
we have been able to engage our youth in quality conversation 
about street laws related to juveniles and share strategies no 
how to respond when approached by law enforcement,” said 
Andre Goodman of United Way. “Our game leaders have done 
an amazing job providing pre-recorded skits illustrating both 
appropriate and inappropriate interactions. JJJ is a great tool to 
educate youth on the juvenile justice system and highlights 
the importance of proper approaches in communication.” 

It took him three years of navigating miles of red tape, but 
Officer Jeremy Bohannon of the Austin Police Department 
brought Jeopardy to Austin youth through the city’s PAL.  
“The most important thing that policing can do is build trust 
and empathy by connecting with our youth,” said Officer 
Bohannon. “The Jeopardy games facilitate this in the best  
way. When you combine information, research with genuine 
dialogue, it helps both youth and officers build empathy 
towards one another.” SFY brought the JJJ game to Austin, TX.

JJJ game at the YMCA of Cambridge, MA.

JJJ game interface online.

3
New JJJ  
Jurisdictions
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110
Patrol Officers 
Trained

7
Policing the Teen 
BrainTM Trainings

POLICING THE  
 TEEN BRAINTM

    SUPERVISING   
THE TEEN BRAINTM

Policing the Teen BrainTM

Other Training Programs

School Resource 
Officers Trained

20

40
Probation 
Officers 
Trained

1
Supervising  
the Teen BrainTM 
Trainings

Training Law Enforcement on Better Ways to  
Engage with Youth

This training is exactly what our officers  
need to serve the whole child.
— Chief Russell Bentley,  
	 Bibb County School District Campus Police Department

• Thanks to the leadership of SFY Board Member Gary Simson 
and the Macon SFY Task Force, we brought Policing the Teen 
BrainTM to the Bibb County, GA, Sheriff’s Office and School  
District’s school resource officers.  

• SFY conducted trainings with police and probation officers in 
Indiana and Detroit.

• SFY continued to work with officers in the Cleveland Division  
of Police. 

This training makes me realize 
that we are trained for combat 
and school shooting and then 
asked to be social workers.
–	 School Resource Officer in Macon, GA

How Do School Resource Officers 
Impact Racial Equity in the 
Nation’s Schools 
Review of research on the impacts 
of SRO’s on racial equity.

Two Billion Dollars Later  
States begin to regulate SROs in 
the nation’s schools, a survey of 
state laws.

Where’s the State?  
Creating and implementing state 
standards for law enforcement  
interactions with youth.

First Do No Harm  
Model practices for law enforce-
ment agencies when arresting 
parents in the presence children.

If Not Now, When?  
A survey of juvenile justice training  
in America’s police academies.

SFY Reports

Where’s The State?
Creating And Implementing State Standards For Law Enforcement  
Interactions With Youth

MAY 2017

www.strategiesforyouth.org

How Do School Resource 

Officers Impact Racial Equity 

in the Nation's Schools

A Review of Research & Scholarship

www.strategiesforyouth.org

If Not Now, When?
A Survey of Juvenile Justice Training in America’s Police Academies

FEBRUARY 2013

www.strategiesforyouth.org

Two Billion Dollars Later
States Begin to Regulate School Resource Officers in the Nation’s Schools  
A Survey of State Laws  

OCTOBER 2019
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13
Media Stories Featuring 
Strategies for Youth in 2020

Tirelessly Advocating for Policy Reform

Agenda for Reforming Youth Policing Policies and Practices

The need for police reform has always been disputed; this year 

the need became undeniable. SFY worked tirelessly to ensure 

that reform in policies and practices—through laws, referenda,  

or executive order—reflected the needs of youth. 

SFY published an Agenda for Reforming Youth Policing Policies 
and Practices in June. In it, SFY makes the case for developmen-

tally appropriate, trauma-informed, racially equitable policies 

and practices for police interactions with youth and provides an 

agenda for reform efforts at the municipal, state, and federal level. 

In our home state of Massachusetts, Strategies for Youth worked 

with a coalition of youth advocates to: 

• Amend the State’s Police Reform Bill, passed in December 

2020, to include protections for youth.

• Release findings showing the failure of police and school 

departments to adhere to the 2018 Criminal Justice Reform Act. 

• End the Boston Public School’s collection and disclosure of 

student’s immigration status to ICE and the DHS. 

• In collaboration with Citizens for Juvenile Justice, publish an 

analysis of scholarship on whether using police to enhance 

school safety is antithetical to goals of racial equity in  

education. 

In September, SFY collaborated with the Nebraska Court Improve-

ment Project to present the state’s annual Through the Eyes of 
the Child conference. SFY has also been working hard to support 

the enactment of the federal Counseling Not Criminalization in 
Schools Act, which would divert federal funding currently allo-

cated for school police to psycho-social staff to support youth.

2020 was a year in which the public clamor for police 

reforms in Massachusetts and across the country intensified 

dramatically. SFY proposed a set of reforms that individuals, 

communities and decision makers should push for to ensure 

that officers and agencies are equipped to use developmen-

tally appropriate, trauma-informed, racially equitable policies, 

practices, and partnerships when they interact with youth. 

Check these recommendations on our website homepage: 

strategiesforyouth.org

The need for police reforms 
has always been disputed; 
this year the need became 

undeniable.

https://strategiesforyouth.org
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Corporate Sponsors

Law Firm Sponsors

Foundation Sponsors

Bringing Youth Voices to Strategies for Youth
This year, SFY launched YOU(th) MATTER. Spearheaded by an trio  
intrepid of youth leaders; Laura Jenny, Isaac Annan and Hannah 
Sussman; YOU(th) MATTER was created to: 

• Form a youth-led advisory board representing youth voices across 
Massachusetts, with the goal of conducting regular meetings to 
understand and discuss different youth concerns surrounding 
policing and justice.

• Offer recommendations to inform Strategies for Youth’s policy 
reform agenda, law enforcement trainings, and youth programming. 

• Understand and amplify the perspective and experiences of young 
people, while equipping them with a platform to promote reform.  

Young people across America tell us:  

“I’m scared of being shot”  •  “I feel like I’ve got a target on my back”  •  “It’s best if I just expect the worst”

African American youth in particular, and youth of color, express fear about  
the violence they see when their families and friends are arrested, and when  
a minor event escalates into the sudden arrival of five cops with guns drawn .
— Excerpt from “Hope Springs Infernal” article by Lisa Thurau, Strategies for Youth

Gardiner Howland Shaw  
Foundation

Community Foundation of  
Central Georgia

Marjorie H. Wilson 
 Charitable Trust
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Individual Donors in 2020*

FRIEND $5 TO $99
Deborah Adler
Kyle Austin
Theodore Blumoff
Jerrell & Christina Bratcher
Christopher Cali
Gabriella Celeste-Cohen
Stephen Chanin
Steven Cohen
Cynthia Col
Shane Cooney
Dorothy Cormier
Andrew Courtney

Page Crosland 
Donna Culpepper
Delmar Cuminotto-Reis
Tim 	Curry
Wallace & Karol Daniel
Grant Darwin
Barbara Dougan
Sean Doyle
Melvyn Durchslag
Megan Ecker
Michelle Fallon
Jessica Flaxman

Austin Foster
John Franklin
Kristen Brown Harvey
Ben Hazelwood
Lisa Hinz
David Hricik
John Jeffrey
Ronald Jones
Donna Kalikow
Elaina Kazes
June Kazes
Caren & Dan Kimball

Nola Krosch
Lyslynn Lacoste
Barry Landsman
Maria Letunic
Leah van Lingen
Leona Lo
Nathan Lockwood
Victoria Lonnay
Toni Mason
Norman & Linda Matthew
Kathryn McCord
Trev Meyer

Angelee Misra
Megan Murray
Rebecca Murray
Randy Myers
Elena Nies
Elisa Pepe
Venita Perrin
Julie Perry 
Keith Quinn
Anne Luckingbeal &  
     Nelson Roth
Alan & Patricia Rubin

Simon Singer
Jackie Smith
Ken Sullivan
Rachel Sutherland
Kim Tandy
Rebecca Tydings
Jennifer van Stelle
Janet  Vogel
Bobbie Watkins
Marcia Loeb Weiss
Chris Wesson
Cara Williams 

SUPPORTER $100 TO $499
William  Andersen
Betsy & Joel Bard
Joanne & Stuart Beck
Karen  Beck
Amy Bell 
Susan Bennett
John Berger
Theodore Blumoff
Christine Browe
Kathleen Carey
Leslie & Scott Carpenter
Joseph & Rae Carter
Andrew Cerier
Eric	Chaffee
Jianchen Chen 
Eleanor Clift
Richard Cohen
Richard & Sharon Ann  
     Cohen

Brendan Coon
Anthony & Donna Cortese
Gay	Colyer
Richard Creswell
Jagruti Dadia
Spyros Dermatas
Megan Dubofsky
Deb	 Eldridge
John D. Elliott, Esq. 
Fraser Engerman
John & Julia Fay
Daniel & Caroline Flannery
Sherry Leibowitz &  
     Howard Friedman
Jackie Gabriele
Glenn & Cassandra  
     Galbreath
Adam Shapiro &  
     Robert Gladstone 

Sheldon & Susan Gottlieb 
Andrea & Dave Grable
Richard Gray &  
     Joanne Lawrence Gray
Lori Harris
Barbara & Wayne Hess
David Jaffe
Linda Jellum
William Johnson 
Mark Jones
Elaine & Jerome Paul  
     Kaplan
Aaron Krauss
Lise Claire Kunkel
Christopher Northrop &  
     Elizabeth Laine
Michael & Delayne                
     Landsman
Robert Landsman

Risa Lieberwitz
Bill & Jenny Lipfert
Susan Lowe
Carol Maglitta
Connie Williford Marsh
Ellen Martin
Elton Mason
Ramona McClelland 
Julie McConnell
Margaret McNamara
Anna Michaud
Patricia Mitchell
Wanda Moeller
Julie Moore
Charles Munyon
LeHa & Clifford Myrtil
Muna Ndulo
Diana Perez

Monroe Price &  
     Aimee Brown Price
Marie Provine
Michael & Gail Rabin
Hillary Raph
Shawn Rembert
David Richardson
Thomas & Mary Anne 	
Richardson
Dean Rivkin
Linda & Richard Schaye
Alan & Roberta Schildkraut
Andrea & Charles Schwartz
Gail Sehler
Ali Semir
Irving Silberg
Molly Stifler
Janet Dolgin &  
     Aaron Streiter

Benjamin Studdard
Lorne & Ettie Taichman
Heather Taylor
Kyle Taylor
Debra & FrederickTitle
Amy Tyre
Edwin Chester, Esq. &  
     Barabara Vestal, Esq.
Lawrence Wallach
Robert Wasserman
Karen & Victor Weisberg
Clarence Williams, Esq.
Jon & Wilma Wolfe
Thomas Woodbery
Garrett Zevegetis
Laura Zimmerman

Abe	Aly
Trey Klein & Christine Arthur
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Asher
Samantha Morton &  
     Mike Champion 
Robert Clark
Kate Cook

Robin Frosh
Richard Gerakitis, Esq.
Arlene & David Gottlieb
Bruce Hain 
Kyong Kim
Marty & Evan Koplin

Stephen A. Landsman, Esq.  
     & Beth Landsman
Shane Keats & Nyssa Matson
Marion Mattingly 
George & Jacquelyn  
      McClelland

David Hildum &  
     Risa Mednick
Wayne Sheridan &  
     Trish Moore
Alan Neuhauser
Martha O’Mara

Christine Pillsbury
Jack & Lanier Sammons 
Christine Swistro
Natashia Tidwell
Samuel  Tinaglia

PARTNER $500 TO $999

Brian Adams
Cielo Anderson
R. Lanier Anderson, III &

Nancy Briska Anderson
Josh Goldfein & Yvonne Brown
Doreen & Paul Donovan 
James & Victoria Golden

Cristen Haltom
Jenny Heller
Dixieanne James
Deborah Lashley
Ian Lanoff, Esq. & Patricia 	Lanoff
James Marshall
Geordie McClelland 

Alyshia N. Perrin 
Nanda Prabhakar
Paul Shifflet
Gary Simson, Esq. &  
     Rosalind Simson
Edward Szkutak
Nancy Terrill

Duvol Thompson
Daniel Thurau
Thoma & Renee Thurau
John Toriello
Jack & Blanche Valancy
James White &  
     Linda Szabo White 

LEADER $1,000 TO $4,999

P.O. Box 390174 • Cambridge, MA 02139 • 617.714.3789 • www.strategiesforyouth.org

SFY-AR20-031921© Strategies for Youth. All rights reserved.
* Donations and support received during the 2020 calendar year.

Kent & Elizabeth Dauten
Meryl Finkel & Joel Feldman
Robert & Helene Haas
Dan Brownell & Kelly Laurel
William A. & Eleanor A. Lane  
     Family Fund
Liliane Thurau
Marjorie H. Wilson Charitable Trust

FOUNDER $5,000+


